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Abstract

This research examines the voting system of the UN Security
Council under Article (27) of the Charter, which
distinguishes between procedural matters (adopted by nine
votes without permanent members' consent) and substantive
matters (requiring the concurring votes of all five permanent
members — the veto power). It also addresses two exceptional
cases: abstention of a permanent member from voting and
absence from sessions. Practical practice has established that
abstention does not constitute a veto, unlike absence, which
has sparked doctrinal debate over its impact on the validity of
resolutions. The research concludes that the legal nature of
Council resolutions is influenced by the interpretation of the
"concurring votes" rule, and that practical developments have
imposed a flexible interpretation accepting abstention and
absence under certain circumstances.

Keywords: Security Council, Veto Power, Abstention from
Voting, Procedural and Substantive Matters, Legal Nature of
Resolutions.
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