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Abstract

This study examines the obstacles facing renewable energy projects and their relationship to sustainable
development in Iraq, within the context of global transformations toward a low-carbon economy and the
growing need for stable energy security. It demonstrates that Iraq possesses promising natural resources,
particularly in the field of solar energy; however, investment in renewable energy remains limited and
hindered. This is mainly due to the interaction of legislative, institutional, financial, technical, and security
constraints, in addition to a weak investment environment and instability in public policies. The study also
discusses the drivers of the transition to renewable energy and the factors affecting its utilization, while
analyzing obstacles at the global, regional, and local levels, with a focus on the specificity of the Iraqi case.
Furthermore, it addresses the challenges facing sustainable development in Irag—such as corruption,
weak planning, economic imbalances, and environmental and social challenges—and their impact on the
implementation of energy projects. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, supported by
the comparative method when necessary to understand experiences and interpret obstacles. It concludes
that overcoming these challenges requires a comprehensive national strategy, legislative and institutional

reform, improved financing and investment mechanisms, modernization of grid infrastructure, and the



development of technical capacities. The study recommends strengthening governance and transparency
and supporting decentralized projects in order to contribute to the achievement of sustainable

development goals in Iraq.
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