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Abstract:

Immunity is a part of modern diplomatic assets and laws, reliant upon
the right of diplomatic missions for free communication and resulting
from the secrecy associated with diplomatic correspondence. While
there are international agreements like the Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations of 1961 that define the rights and obligations of
host and transit countries regarding diplomatic bags and their secrecy,
there’s a divergence of opinions concerning the potential for



intervening in these bags in exceptional cases. Some advocate for their
opening or inspection in situations indicating illegal or dangerous use,
while others insist on their absolute inviolability and prohibit any
opening or interference. The committee noted the importance of
respecting the inviolability of diplomatic bags while acknowledging
the potential for exceptional measures to protect state interests in
specific cases.

Diplomatic bags have been exploited in negative instances, used for
smuggling weapons and drugs, as seen with ambassadors from
Mexico and Guatemala. For instance, the Dominican ambassador in
Taiwan was a leader of an international drug trafficking network.
Despite his involvement, authorities couldn't arrest him due to his
diplomatic immunity. This research illustrates the uses and abuses of
diplomatic bag immunity and the challenges it faces in maintaining its
secrecy while dealing with security threats.
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